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REF: (A) MOSCOW 8405, (B) MOSCOW 6035, (C) MOSCOW 5815 

SUMMARY: MINISTER NEPOROZHNIY'S REPLY TO SECRETARY O'- 
LEARY'S LETTER ON ENERGY INFORMATION AND FORECASTING 
(REF A) MAY SIGNAL FURTHER SOVIET ATTEMPT TO STALL ON 
U.S. PROPOSALS. THE EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT THE SOVIETS 
HAVE BEEN GIVEN SUPPICIENT WARNING THAT PROGRESS UNDER 
THE ENERGY BILATERAL DEPENDS ON ESTABLISHMENT OP REAL 
COOPERATION IN ENERGY INFORMATION AND FORECASTING. WITH- 
OUT SUCH COOPERATION, CONTINUED EXPANSION OP ACTIVITIES 
IN COAL, OIL AND GAS, WHERE THE U.S. HAS THE TECHNICAL 
LEAD, WILL INEVITABLY SERIOUSLY AND ADVERSELY APFECT 
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BALANCE OP BENEFITS UNDER THE BILATERAL. WE RECOMMEND THAT 
IP SOVIETS CONTINUE TO STALL MUCH BEYOND THE MAY I DEADLINE 
THAT DOE START SELECTIVE CUTS IN SOVDELS TO U.S. END 
SUMMARY. 

1 . DURING 19 APRIL MEETING AT MINPOWER WITH SHAYNIKOV, 

DEPUTY CHIEF, FOREIGN RELATIONS SECTION, SCICOUNS DIS- 
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CUSSED STATUS OF INFORMATION AND FORECASTING PROJECT. 
OBSERVING THAT MINISTER NEPOROZHNIY'S LETTER TO DEPUTY 
SECRETARY O'LEARY (REFTEL A) EXPRESSED "HOPE" THAT THE 
SOVIET PROPOSALS WOULD BE DONE ON TIME, SCICOUNS ASKED 
WHETHER U.S. COULD STILL ANTICIPATE RECEIPT AS SOVIETS ARE 
OBLIGATED TO RESPOND UNDER DECEMBER 1977 WG PROTOCOL. 
SHAYNIKOV STATED THAT YATROV IS WORKING VERY HARD ON 
THESE PROPOSALS, AND THAT MINISTER'S HOPE FOR DELIVERY 
BEFORE 1 MAY IS REALISTIC AND GENUINE. HE SAID THAT 
"SMALL DELAY " IS POSSIBLE SINCE "QUESTIONS ARE NOT SIMPLE", 

BUT, HE COULD ASSURE US THAT PROPOSALS WOULD BE PROVIDED 
NO LATER THAN 10 MAY. 

2. SCICOUNS RECALLED IMPORTANCE WHICH U.S. SIDE OF JOINT 
COMMITTEE AND DEPUTY SECRETARY O'LEARY PLACE ON INFORMA- 
TION AND FORECASTING PROJECT, AND ON ITS NEED FOR REAL 
DATA. SHAYNIKOV RESPONDED THAT HE FULLY UNDERSTANDS, AND 
EXPRESSED ASSURANCE THAT THE COOPERATION ENERGY INFORMATION 
AND FORECASTING WOULD PROVE BENEFICIAL TO BOTH COUNTRIES. 
SCICOUNS ECHOED THIS HOPE, NOTING "WE HAVE BEEN WAITING 

FOR SEVERAL YEARS FOR THIS COOPERATION TO BECOME PRODUC- 
TIVE." SCICOUNS VOICED SIMILAR CONCERNS EARLIER IN WEEK TO 
AYKAZYAN AT SCST. 

3. COMMENT. THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS PROJECT HAS BEEN MADE 
VERY CLEAR TO THE SOVIETS DURING THE JCM, IN DEPUTY 
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SECRETARY O'LEARY'S MEETING WITH YATROV AND LETTER TO 
NEPOROZHNIY, AND THROUGH OUR DEMARCHES HERE. WHILE 
SLIPPAGE TO 10 MAY IS REASONABLE, WE BELIEVE THAT ANY 
DELAY PAST THAT DATE SHOULD NOT BETOLERATED. WE RECOMMEND, 
IF THE SOVIETS HAVE NOT PRODUCED AN ADEQUATE RESPONSE BY 
10 MAY, THAT WE START POSTPONING OTHER DELEGATIONS UNDER 
THE AGREEMENT. A GOOD FIRST CANDIDATE WOULD BE THE AIR- 
POLLUTION SOVDEL, SCHEDULED FOR ARRIVAL IN THE U.S. ON 
14 MAY; THE AREA IS ONE IN WHICH THE U.S. STANDS TO GAIN 
RELATIVELY LITTLE TECHNICAL BENEFIT. WE WOULD BE INCLINED 
NOT TO POSTPONE THE UHV (08.0205: 14 MAY) OR HYDROPOWER 
(08.0202: 16 MAY), SINCE THESE ARE AREAS OF 

GREATER POTENTIAL BENEFIT TO THE U.S. AND ONE POSTPONEMENT 
AT MID-MAY SHOULD BE ENOUGH. TOON 
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